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e Wzth the posmon of Shalx Moham.- ]
‘mad. Reza Pahlavi apparently moce.
“tenuous than ever, the Carter admine™
-istration appears comumitted to the.
view. “that -the  Iranian «monar;h !
should continue to play.f‘an ~xmpor--
-tant-role’” in leading Iran-to a.new;
vgowrnment of_ natiopale concma.-*

T IanWashmgton. a~sense: of ; cri’sns
-permeated- conversations: with U.8.]
‘officials, who.wére [rustrated-at the:
uncertamty of ‘the- future-: develop—-
.ments’in the strategically. important®
 Persian Gulf area-and.ir-Iran itself
“They, acknow!edged yesterday ‘the-
~apheavals: have, broughr Iran’s)]
economy-to its.lowest point since the;;

*disorder§ intensified several: months~

#TThe view from Tehran; today ‘Bu
tressed fears that the crisis”appears;:

-to havé raached an acute and déeis
~sive stage. Troops fired into- the air
-and lobbed tear gas to break’ up anti=

- shah demonstrations on a-main, busi=-
sness’ street - in - downtown  Tehran.-
“today, but the protesters regrouped,'
-and moved toward the university and;”.
tht- U.S. Embassyiarea. There ware- .
no zmmed:atereports ofcasualnesq Ey

“The state: radid ‘anpounced- tod’ay

E that ‘oil’ production -has ceased’ and
’that_the- senate- vnll‘ hal‘ ar spe%f;

<Teheran smeets soldxers opened {ire :
—wzth dutomatic, weaporns on a;funeralu;
“procession:aiter an. eyewitness'said;
'lhey shot-their own colonel; -and the
s ¢ity became a hellowing soutid stage~
of sirens, gunfire and car horns;:
“zrTear gas,.smoke: from: pyres:set :
axﬂame by anti-shah demonstrators, ’
.power. cuts, stores shutting and orer--
{chants piling their stock on the bach
4of trucks — Teheran almost visibl
- tottered: and’ ‘withz it the. Peacd
‘Throne..Au schools wereclosed-and ! :

“the-state air; rail and: bus- serv{x_ces*
£
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-~ Administration oflicials fear that if the
shah were to abdicate, it would raise
! problems for the military in Iran, many
“fof whose leaders have a personal loyalty
’to the shah. Without the shah, some offi-
cials saxd a danaer of cwxl war wonld.
exxst RISt
It also would confxrm tae worst fears of
some key officials. who .have worried ;
*'about the strategic implications of a
v drastic political-shift in Iran, which lor.
‘l years.has been the West’s chzei secumy
wanchorm the Persian Gulf. " ey
it Faced with a rapidly approachmg de-
L-nouemem the United States set up a néw
hxgh-!evel working group at the'State De~

-, its third-ranking official, to deal with thel
“Iranian crisis. Newsom's group includes-
members from other aoencxes mvolved

: EARLIER IN THE month George W
:‘Ball a former undersecretary of state,]
vhad . headed. a -lower-level "interagency.
~committee that was drafting a long-
“range paper on the Persian Gulf, That re~
Zport was completed and Ball has now leit
Washmgton. A R
i~ Although the Ieader 02 Irad’s maln. op—
- posmon movement, Karim Sanjabi of the
" National Front, has called for the shah to
" abdicate — he renewed the call yester-.
'day ~—' the administration. remains
. committed to a more moderate solution,
t'the creation of a new: civilian govern- |
> ment, to be followed by elections, and the
estabhshment. of a mder—based guvem—-
‘ment. - B AN DA
< This view was out!med by the State De- :
%:Ialrtment spokesman, Hoddmg. CarteL
> He said that the éxact form. .
guvernment should take was a matter for’
= Iranians to decide for themselve But he:
i'srdded‘ oG
“The Umted States. posmon has-bas
cally ‘been- supportiverof the shah’s: posxa
-tionof "political liberalizationi: We’ cons,
itinue to believe that he has an important
Trole-to play in moving through'a transi-
‘tional period to.a’ more stable political
Peester, one which, as.we understand it.
would be a gavemment oi’ nanonal recon-
ciliation.”” | vi
"~ SOME OFFICIALS have séen an moi
.crease in Soviet propaganda hroadcasts
toIran as a sign of Soviet interest in help-{
igg to Ioment ernal travmentanon m
an. v 0 e e L
Today.,m its. harpest attack ye!
American involvement.in.Iran, Mosco
accused  the’ United States. of -illegally’
interfering in’ Iran’s political turbulencen
_despxte clear warnings from Moscow, - -‘
.The“official Communist’ Partyidaili
Pravda. in & cominentary by Pyotc.Yev-
eniev, said-the: Uimed States had: d:s-_
patche ‘ e
-partment:and CIA experts to-Iran tor seek‘
a_political’ solufion: protecting-American
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